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Understanding DIBELS

Addressing Questions with 1st and
2" Grade Reading

What is DIBELS?

* DIBELS stands for Dynamic Indicators of
Basic Early Literacy Skills.

« Standardized and individualized

 Short, 1-minute fluency measures to
monitor the development of early
reading skills.
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Why Use DIBELS¢

* DIBELS are one-on-one.

* DIBELS help provide individualized
instruction.

* DIBELS are growth-centered.
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Why Use DIBELS?

* The assessments target areas of
intervention.

¢ They provide information on
improvement.

¢ Scores easy to understand.
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Assessments

¢ Benchmark assessments are given
to students individually three times a
year.

 Stfudents take assessments in private
setting with assessor.
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Assessments

« Students in 15" grade take the
following:
— Lefter Naming Fluency (LNF) in Fall
— Phonemic Segmentation Fluency (PSF)
— Nonsense Word Fluency (NWF)
- Oral Reading Fluency in Winter and
Spring
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Assessments

« Students in 29 grade are only
required to take Oral Reading
Fluency assessments.

* Other assessments may be
completed.
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Letter-Naming Fluency
(LNF)

* Individually administered

 Stfudents given a page of
uppercase/lowercase letters.

» Students told letters not known.
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Letter-Naming Fluency
(LNF)

» Students are given one minute to
name as many letters as
possible.

Letter-Naming Fluency
(LNF)

First Grade DIBELS Benchmark Goals

DIBELS Beginning of Year Middle of Year | End of Year

Measure | performance | status | Performance | Status | Performance | _Status

INF<25 AtRisk
25<INF<37 | SomeRisk
INF>37 Low Risk

Letter Narming
Fluency

 Students in lowest 20% considered
at risk for early skill development.
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Phoneme Segmentation
Fluency (PSF)

¢ PSF assessments track a child’s
ability to recognize phonemes, or
sounds of a word.

* Ability to recognize letters sounds
has been found to be a good
predictor of later reading
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Phoneme Segmentation
Fluency (PSF)

« Students are read a list of words one
at a time and told to tell the sounds
heard in a word.

- Ex: cat=/c/ /a/ /1/ (3 sounds)
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*| Children receive
»| a point for each

~| correct sound

“| that is identified in
1 minute.

"I Students told
unknown sounds.

PSF Benchmarks

* Given in fall, winter, and spring.
First Grade DIBELS Benchmark Goals

* Phonemic awareness is essential in
developing later reading skills.

DigELS Beginning of Year Widdle of Year End of Yeor
Measure | Performance | Status | Perlormance | Status | Performance | Status |
PF 10 Defat | peF <10 Dehck | PEF<10 Defieit
ccqmenaonn foency | 10575F <35 | Ememing | 10.PSF <38 | tmerging | 105PSF <35 | Emerging
PsE 235 Extablshed | PS¢ 2 35 Eseablished | P5F 2 35 Exabiihed

Nonsense Word Fluency
(NWF)

¢ Individually administered in 1
minute.

* Student presented with random
nonsense words (ex: tid, bos) and
asked to read each word by
producing each letter sound.
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Why is it important to
read a nonsense word?

¢ Demonstrates two skills essential to
reading:

— Alphabetic principle: each letter(s)
represent one sound

— Phonoligical recoding: can put sounds
together fluently
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NWF Forms

Probe 1 - Examiner Coy
b dos et wf ke _ /14
mun ik sal nafl mid /14
jig vof  biv sl yic __JIS
Wy hel zs  jom vy _ /IS

Probe 1 - Smdent Copy

w wiv pk Af ko _ /15
lf  fem for sim ad 14

TOTAL: _/230|

NWF Procedure

* Student given sheet of nonsense
words.

* Student given one minute to read
as many as possible while examiner
records.

 Stfudents given points for each
correct sound in the word.

Sy N

NWF Benchmarks

* Given in fall, winter, and spring.
First Grade DIBELS Benchmark Goals

DIBELS Beginning of Year Widdie of Year End of Year

Measure | Purformance | Status | Performance | Status | Performance | Status
WAF<13 | Ak [WWF<30 | Defie  |WWFe3 | Defer

NM:";\;*"'J 135 NWF <24 | SomeRisk |30 NWF <50 | Emerging | 30.5NWF 50| Emerging
HWF > 34 Low Risk NWF > 50 Established | NWF > 50 Establshed

« Students will score higher if reading
as opposed to sounding out words.
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Oral Reading Fluency

* Measures a student’s ability to
franslate letters to sounds fluently.

¢ Done in winter and spring.

* Can help provide proper reading
material.
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Oral Reading Fluency
Procedures
* Students given a “j“f‘““
grade level e ]
passage to read.
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ORF Procedures

» Student given directions to read as
best they can.

« If students stuck on a word, they are
told what it is.

* Omitted words, substitutions, or
words taking longer than three
seconds are counted errors.
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ORF Retelling Fluency

* Affer reading, students retell the
passage in their own words.

* This is done to take the emphasis off
of speed reading.

* The number of words correct in 1
minute is the oral reading rate.

ORF Benchmarks %\\

First Grade DIBELS Benchmark Goals h
DIBELS Beginning of Year Middle of Year End of Year
Measure Performance | Status | Performance | Status | Performance | status
ORF <8 AtRisk ORF <20 AtRisk
Oral Reading B<ORF<20 | SomeRisk | 20 <ORF<40 | Some Risk
Fluency
ORF220 | LowRisk |ORF240 | LowRisk

Second Grade DIBELS Benchmark Goals

DIBELS Beginning of Year Middie of Year End of vear
Measure | performance | Status | Performance | Status | Performance |  Status
OFF <2 | Afisk | ORF<32 | Atk |ORF<T0 | AuRisk
Oral feading 26 cORF <44 | SomeRisk | 52 <OAF <68 | SomeRisk | 70 < ORF < 90 | Some Risk
Fluancy ORF 244 LowRsk | ORF268 | LowRik | ORF290 | Lowhisk

Reading Results

* A record of DIBELS scores can be
sent on request.

* Gray lines indicate the benchmark
of a skill for the time of year.

* Dots show actual student results.
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Dynamic Indicators of Basic Early Literacy Skills
Individual Student Performance Profile

ALPHABETIC PRINCIPLE

What Can | do if my Child
isn't at Benchmark?
* DON'T PANIC!! Talk to your child's

teacher....we are always happy to help!

* |deas packet has motivating tips!

* Read to your child OFTEN and have him
or herread to you!




